
PAGE A4 • TIMES OF SMITHTOWN • DECEMBER 29, 2016

153087
21 Bennetts Road, Suite 200, Setauket, New York 11733

(631) 751-6620

We can help.
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By Nicole Geddes

For children and families in Smith-
town, one organization is always there to 
lend a hand.

The Smithtown Children’s Foundation 
fills the void offering more than just a shoul-
der to lean on but a robust team of supporters 
throughout the community of Smithtown.

For this reason, Times Beacon Record 
News Media has chosen the Smithtown 
Children’s Foundation as People of the Year.

The foundation is on a mission to provide 
financial and emotional support to children 
and families within the Smithtown commu-
nity by bridging family, friends, neighbors and 
local business to act as one in times of crisis.

Executive Director and Co-Founder 
Christine Fitzgerald said she never planned 
on creating this group.

“I had no intention at the time of starting 
a not-for-profit, and neither did my co-found-
ers who I met simply because we all decided 
to host fundraisers for this family,” she said.

Smithtown Children’s Foundation was 
formed in 2008 by three women to help 
local kindergartner Kaylee Rivers who was 
diagnosed with stage four neuroblastoma. 

“When we met, it was for the sole pur-
pose of helping one another run these 
events so we could help a family who we 
all knew was in crisis,” Fitzgerald said. “As 
we pooled our resources, we were building 
something to help the entire community.”

The foundation has raised funds to help 
with health costs, education opportunities 

and more for children in the community.
Fitzgerald talked about one instance when 

they helped cover the cost of driving lessons 
for Deidre Kearns, a Smithtown resident.

“I am so proud to have helped, [Kearns], 
an emancipated minor, having nowhere to 
go who slept on a park bench,” Fitzgerald 
said. “Someone in the community took her 
home, and we paid for her driving lessons.”

Today, Kearns is a recipient of the Kay-
lee Rivers Courage Award and gives back 
to SCF by volunteering her time and graph-
ic design skills to create logos for them.

Aside from residents in the community 
lending a hand when needed, local busi-
nesses also support SCF to achieve and 
maintain the above mission by donating 

their time and various resources.
Kevin Dernbach and Christine Fortier, sec-

ond-generation owners of Maureen’s Kitchen 
are longtime Friends of SCF, a title given to lo-
cal businesses that support the not-for-profit. 

“We have been SCF’s supporters since day 
one, supporting their golf outings and host-
ing the Holiday Breakfast and Boutique,” 
Dernbach said. “We provide breakfast for 
that event at one of the Smithtown schools.” 

She said it’s a no-brainer to support the 
not-for-profit.

“If you can’t support the community 
you do business in, why are you in busi-
ness?” Dernbach said.

Fitzgerald agreed that helping the foun-
dation in turn helps the community.

“Assisting us is their opportunity to be-
come a resource for their community and 
it is a way for them to have an immediate 
impact on the people who are supporting 
their businesses,” she said.

Stacey Sanders, executive director of 
Smithtown Youth Bureau, said her organi-
zation also contributes to the foundation.

“We do fundraisers for them, support-
ing their programs and they support ours,” 
she said. “We can count on them, they do 
very good work.”

Word of mouth has also been an im-
portant means of keeping the community 
informed. 

“We enlisted ambassadors from schools 
within the district who keep their school 
informed of who we are helping, how we 
are helping and what businesses are sup-
porting our efforts to accomplish these 
goals,” said Fitzgerald.

 SCF has a myriad of support from stu-
dent clubs such as DECA, Leadership, In-
teract and various honor societies to the 
Smithtown Industry Association Board and 
the Smithtown Teachers’ Association.

Fitzgerald said she hopes the Smithtown 
Children’s Foundation inspires other areas.

“Charity begins at home and it’s our hope 
that we can encourage others to start chapters 
under our tutelage in their own communities.”

For more information on Smithtown 
Children’s Foundation visit www.smith-
townchildrensfoundation.com or contact 
Christine Fitzgerald at fitzybbcf@opton-
line.net. 

Smithtown Children’s Foundation supports community’s youngest residents
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smithtown children’s Foundation volunteers smile at an event.


