[bookmark: _GoBack][image: ]
image1.png
COMMUNITY PARTNER.S 5POTLIGUT

Smithtown Children’s Foundation

The Smithtown Children’s
Foundation provides financial
and emotional support to families
residing within the school district.
The founders are all Smithtown
residents with children who attend
Smithtown Central School District.
The organization formed in 2008 to
help a local kindergartner diagnosed
with Stage 4 neuroblastoma, but
as they pooled their resources, the
founders realized that they were
building something to help the
entire community. They have since
raised more than $700,000 for their
community.

The foundation provides many
avenues of assistance and support
to the community. For example,
for families in crisis, they help with
medical bills and overdue household
bills, and buy medical equipment that
is not covered by insurance.

The Smithtown Children’s
Foundation currently provides seven
different scholarships for seniors at
High Schools East and West, many
in memory of loved ones who have
passed. The foundation also funds an
annual teacher’s grant for a worthy
classroom project.

“We have also become a resource
for our community’s most ncedy
as we work closcly with our school
district’s social workers, providing
backpacks, school supplies, as well as
Thanksgiving gift cards and holiday
gifts,” said Christine Fitzgerald, a
founding member. “All of which are
funded by our signarure fundraisers
held chroughout the year and by the
generosity of our supporters.”

As word spreads of the foundation’s
mission, student-run clubs, honor
societies, the Smithtown Industry
Association Board and the Smithtown
Teacher Association have all assisted
in the effort. “We have had many
teachers/district staff actively
involved in our events, from
attending to volunteering,” Mrs.
Firzgerald added. “Our firsc
inspirational community leader
was Ireen Westrack, followed
by former Superintendent Ed
Ebmann, and one year it was the
staff at Accompsett Elementary
who first spearheaded Mike’s
Hike, in memory of Mike Denaro,

a teacher from Accompsett
Elementary who passed suddenly.”

Ashestos UPDATE

The district’s ongoing asbestos program complies with the
Federal Asbestos Hazard Emergency Response Act and has

resulted in the following asbestos abatement projects since our

last report.

* Districtwide operation and maintenance floor tile

replacement.

+ Great Hollow Middle School library and receiving room

floor tiles.

* St. James Elementary greeter’s office floor tiles.
* Smithtown Elementary faculty room floor tiles.

The district has completed its triannual survey of all the
buildings and continues its semiannual surveillance requirements
under the regulations of AHERA. This, combined with the
district’s ongoing maintenance program, has produced a list
of operation and maintenance repairs on a districtwide basis.

A summary of these repairs is included in each building’s

management plan.

Any individual may review a building’s management plan by
going to the school’s main office and requesting it. Copies of
all the schools’ management plans are available for review in the
district’s central offices at 26 New York Avenue, Smithtown.

Having the students involved in
the organization makes the connection
even stronger. “Student-musicians
entertain guests at the holiday
breakfast and sing the national anthem
at Mike’s Hike,” Mis. Fitzgerald said.
“We have had volunteers at our events
from school clubs such as DECA and
Leadership to Girl Scouts and Boy
Scouts and even individual kids whose
parents are guiding them to
pay it forward.”

The
foundation
now has

chapters — Tristin’s Wish, Smiles 4
S3an, Silent Night and the Smithtown
Children’s Foundation Hauppauge —
to help assist even more families. For
more information, visit

www.smithtownchildrensfoundation.com.

BUILDING SKILLS

THROUGH COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIPS

The district extends a special thank-you to our local businesses that are providing
our Smithtown High School West Transition Program students with community-
based work experiences. “These experiences enable our students to develop the
skills necessary for eventual paid employment,” said Assistant Superintendent for
Pupil Personnel Services Mona Tobin.

Thank you to the following local businesses:

Outback Steak House: 216 Jericho Turnpike, Commack

Party City: 58 Veterans Memorial Highway, Commack

Little Gym of Smithtown: 70 East Main St., Smithtown
Smithtown Emergency Food Pantry: 90 Edgewater Ave., Smithtown

Toys"R"Us: 3250 Middle Country Rd., Lake Grove
Burlington Coat Factory: 2199 Nesconset Highway, Stony Brook
Stop & Shop: 3126 Jericho Turnpike, East Northport
Miller's Ale House: 4000 Middle Country Rd., Lake Grove
Old Navy: 2089 Smith Haven Plaza, Lake Grove

Thank yeu, we appreciate your support!
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Smithtown Central School District does not discriminate on the basis of handicaps or on the basis
of sex, race, or ethnic background in the educational programs or activities which it operates.





