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More than 500 Long Island business professionals came together at Tilles Center

for the Performing Arts on Monday, October 18th to honor and acknowledge the
most recent group of excraordinary Long Island women who are highlighted each
week in Beverly Fortune's eolumn,

NETWORKING EVENT g Forninge Ti“eSCenfer

As the Fortune 52 events continue

EXTRAORDINARY WDM EN. to grow, we would like to thank all for the Performing Arts

720 NORTHERN BOULEVARD,

EXTRAORDINARY NETWORKING. who attended for helping support BRI o e

local busi d f 2
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JANE STROHM STANCIUK, KATHY STROHM SARNA, MARY MIESTEM DAKNA RICHARDSON  CHRISTINE FITZGERALD LORETTA RINALDD SHELLEY WMTHIEWICZ HIWA COVELL, DEBORAH FRENCH ELIZABETH BENHAM BRYANMA COPELAND
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1 BY BEVERLY FORTUNE

LGHE ISLAND WDMEH MAKING A DIFFERENCE

PRESENTED BY ‘ ACTUS‘ SALO! !Ei —_@%i%

Love Thy Neighbor

CHRISTINE
FITZGERALD
FOUNDENG BOARD
MEMBER

SMITHTOWN CHILDREN'S
FOLINDATION

A erisis can an
a familys life upside
down in a2 mawer of minutes. The impact
can be devastating, but when a community
gets involved, their response can often be
inspiring and life-changing.

Kaylee Rivers was in kindergamen in
1008 when she was diagnosed with Srage 4

Meuroblastama, a severe form of cancer thar

affeces mostly infanes and children, MNews,

of the family’s crisis quickly spread through
their Mesconset neighbarhood,

Christine and Tom Fingerald lived
on the same block as the Rivers, so when
they heard abour Kaylees condition, they

immediately wanted to help her family.
Christine and Tom, who own Colana Spors
Group, Inc., began planning a benefit golf
outing. '

At the same tme Christine was
organizing the golf outing, she leamed that
another local woman, Christina Aleure, was
also arranging a dinner dance o help the
Rivers family.

Christine believed that if they pocled
their resources, they would have a much
bigger impacr in helping the Bmily 5o
Christing, Christina and another local
mother, Kristy Jacger, all with children in the
Smitheown scheol disrrict, came wogesher 1o
form the non-profic Smithiown Childrens
Foundation (SCF). Its mission is to provide
financial and emotional support o children
and families within Smithiown by bringing
family, friends, neighbors and local businesses

Imiulge in Island luxury.
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wogether 1o act. a5 one during times of crisis.

Since its inception, SCF has mumed
strangers  ineo friends, local  businesses
inte community advocates, and children
Simple acts of kindness
and generosity from the public has had a
profound effces in helping these families
get their lives back in order. "It broughe the
community together,” Christine savs proudly.

“The 15 schools i the Smithsown districe,
which includes Smithiown, Nesconser and
5. James, have 11,000 children enrolled
With that many people, Christine believes
there is always poing 1o, be somebody who
can use help.

“We are building a war chest,” Christine

inte volunteers,

. says about their angoing fundraising effors,

“We are advocares for familics in need. There
is a form online that you can nominate a
family for assistance. “Thar's my green light o

" call the family.” she explains.

Christine recounted many stories about
people that have received assistance from
SCF including a family whose home was
destroyed by a fire.  “The mother nesded
an expensive high chair for her special needs
child,” Christine recalls. “We paid for the
high chajir It was one kess thing for the
poor woman m worry abour” In another

. instance, SCF helped a family after 2 man

hanging Cheisemas lighes fell off his ladder
and became paralyzed.. “We paid some of
their bills to help them breathe easier” she
says. Recendy Christine learned that a young
man suffering fram a severe case of Tourene’s
Syndrome was undergoing radical surgery,
which could cost about $200,000. “Irs such
a small werld, [ found eut they were from
Smithrown,” she says, so she contacted them
and told the relieved Family that SCF would
commit some of their resources w help pay
a portion of his medical expenses. Christine
has many more stories of how the SCF has
helped familics dealing with bone marrow
transplants, traumaric brain injuries, and
other catastrophes that are unexpected and
financially devastating.

Christine routinely visits the Smithrown
school PTASs 1o educate them abour the
SCF and how they can help local familics.
“Sometimes it takes some exphining o
describe exactly whar we de,” she sys, adding
that the group doss not rely on FTA resources
for its funding.

She says that they would like 2 SCF
representative in every school to advocare for
families who might need help. On a smaller
scale, she says, “We adke the PTA o seleer a

necdy family and dhen we donare gift cands
o0 dhern,”

“The SCF anmzlly holds whae Christine
calls signarure events thar include a holiday
Ieeakfast hosred ar Maurcen's Kirchen, a golf
ouring and a Kisses for Kaylee community
dinner dance at the Watermill lnn in honor
of Kaplee, who has since passed away  Ir's
not just the adules whe ane invalved in the
SCE Christine’s reemage daughier, Alana, and
her friend came up with the ide of a reen
Karaoke Day thar they got bocal busineses
to sponsor and has become the newest SCF
sigqam-re EVENL.

Even the clemenmry  school-aged
children can volunteer for some tasks and
they get o pardcipate in the events as well.
“Ar the Warermill [dinner dance], Christine
says, “Wi have a scparate mom for the kids
thar holds a slumber party. The Girl Scours
run the rbom and the kids get their own D)
shie adds, “Ir frels like a big famiby"

Everyone benefis from  the SCF
experience. Volunteers enjoy the sarisfacrion
thar comes with helping their neighbors.
Local businesses have engrained themsehves
in the community and include medical
profestionals, busines owners, entreprencurs .
and employees that donate their time, maoney,
products and services enabling the SCF o
help these familics cope with mounting
bills in their me of crisis. People are also
encouraged o make a one-time donation as
a remembeance o a loved one as ver another
way to be involved in the SCE Everyone can
contribute in some way.

“My fear was we were going to raise
mancy and there would be no one o help.
Unfortunately thar has not been the case,”
Christine says and added,

“Our hope was thar this concepr takes
off, and someone is going to spearhead this so
thar other communities will come ogether
likee we did.”

If Christine has her way, ready-made
communiry supponed networks like the SCF
will form across Long Island with neighbors
belping neighbors and  people  coming
rogether 1o assist those who need it moss. @
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